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up by nuns, and could soon compete with the State schools and
be attended by thousands of girls.
The reform in administration aimed at greater efficiency in
the State schools and at allowing and encouraging private
initiative. It is difficult to say whether the first object could have
been reached by the decrees of 1923, because the later years saw
such a number of changes that the experiment did not last long
enough to give final results. The second object was successful,
at least in part, although it was hardly in the mind of the re-
formers that the only ' private' initiative achieving something in
secondary and higher education should have been the Church.
One effect of this part of the reform was the sense of the great
power of the State and of the hierarchy. The students realized
more than they had ever done that it was by the State that all
their qualifications were granted; in the phrase esame di stato it
was not only the first word that remained impressed in their
minds. The teachers felt that they were controlled by their
headmasters, the presidi by the Supervisors, and all of them by
the Ministerial Inspectors and the Minister. This emphasis on
the State led eventually to something quite different from what
the reformers had in mind, because it defeated that purpose of
intellectual freedom which was at the root of the call for trans-
formation in education.